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For immediate release:

PUBLIC RECORD RELEASES FINAL anthology OF sounds of the war on the poor

In the series' fourth and final chapter, Public Record releases another wildly diverse collection of fifteen one-minute sound files from artists, musicians, and activists. In response to solicitations for submissions, the sound art archive Public Record has received a total of sixty sound recordings from Melbourne to London; from México to South Africa. From around the world, groups and individuals have responded to the question: What is the sound of the war on the poor? 

Contributors to the last chapter include Ultra-red's comrades Union de Vecinos from Los Angeles. British post-minimalist composer Andrew Poppy turns in a rare cut of musique concrète alongside Los Angeles radical urbanist Ava Bromberg. Sound activist William Crisp dispatches an intervention from the demolition of London's Heygate Estate. Urban geographer Ismail Farouk delivers a phonographic snap-shot from Johannesburg, and Berlin anti-racism activists Susanne Lang & Franziska Frielinghaus contribute a story of struggle against corporate globalization. Also from Berlin we hear from Panorama Bar DJ Cassy. The enigmatic electroacoustic noise-rock outfit Elders Of Zion make a surprise appearance after years of undercover activities. 

Other contributions to the latest installment include U.K.-based Pablo Alvarez, Sean Burn, T Ernest Wilbey; Augusto Palma and Ilich Sabotage from Mexico; and from Santa Rosa, California's cut 'n' paste crew we have Nicholi Elwell and Ttod Hubbert's GitAr. 

Throughout the four-part series, contributors have wrestled with how sound, and recorded sound in particular, might provide a basis for a social and political analysis. One can also hear in the sixty recordings a fundamental struggle to distinguish the sound of poverty from the sound of the war on the poor. Some artists have flipped the question around and turned their ears to the sounds of the poor fighting back. With one-minute sound-bites that range from microphonic documentaries to musique concrète dispatches, all four installments in the series have challenged artists and listeners alike to think through the fight against poverty according to an analysis of the ear: 

What is the sound . . . 

What is the sound of the war . . .

What is the sound of the war on the poor? 

Public Record is the internet-based archive of the Ultra-red audio-activist organization.  Established for the distribution of work by Ultra-red members and allies, Public Record serves as an interface between the organization and its publics with free fair-use downloads of exclusive full-length albums, images, texts and video. 
Ultra-red: www.ultrared.org

Public Record: www.publicrec.org

Contact: Ultra-red Information Secretary, info@ultrared.org
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