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Art Gallery of Ontario, the International performance opened the re-
cord to an indeterminate cacophony of simultaneous voices, noises, 
and echoes. People entered their statements into the record leaning 
into the microphones unable to hear their own voices. Many of the 
contributors were delegates to the AIDS Conference from Peru, 
Vietnam, Puerto Rico, South Africa, Netherlands, Brasil, India as well as 
Mexico, the United States and Canada. Listening to the statements 
required audience members to gather around the speakers on each 
table. Others wandered from table to table, surveying the record 
as if it were a landscape. One contributor from South Africa spoke, 
convinced her words fell into a void of sound, compared the 
maelstrom to the Conference itself.

Next, Ultra-red hopes to return to each of the seven sites of the 
original performances of SILENT|LISTEN. We will open the record and 
begin to construct an analysis of what has been submitted. To help 
with this process, Ultra-red asked the musicians who participated in the 
International performance to compose The Minutes from statements 
entered into the record at their own table. What actions for ending the 
AIDS crisis might we imagine based on what we have heard?

SILENT|LISTEN Int’l was produced by Ultra-red in collaboration with the Art Gallery of Ontario. 
The Present Tense Series at the Art Gallery of Ontario is supported by The Contemporary Circle. 
Swing Space sponsored by: Aeroplan. Contemporary Programming at the AGO is supported by 
Canada Council for the Arts. Sleeve by ur. Images by the Art Gallery of Ontario. Sound master-
ing by Tejada. Web mastering by Thaemlitz. 

“We will now review the minutes from statements entered into the 
record.” In bringing SILENT|LISTEN to Toronto, Ultra-red had long 
desired to do more than stage another art event around the XVI Inter-
national AIDS Conference. Opening the record during the week of the 
Conference presented the group with the opportunity to reunite with 
participants from the previous seven iterations of the project (for THE 

MINUTES from these performances, see PR 2.04.003). To help stage the 
international version of the project, Ultra-red invited one person from 
each of the previous performances to come to Toronto. Expanding 
the performance from one table to seven, Ultra-red asked these seven 
people to each facilitate the record for one table. Following the same 
script in English, French and Spanish, the seven facilitators simultane-
ously opened the record for the XVI International AIDS Conference in 
Toronto on Monday, August 14. 

To mount such an enormous performance, Ultra-red approached fi ve 
Toronto electronic musicians to help with the record. These fi ve artists, 
along with two members of Ultra-red, operated the record for each of 
the seven tables. Using their own computers, the musicians recorded 
the spoken contributions, playing back each statement using a variety 
of digital sound processing software. 

In sharp contrast to the previous iterations of SILENT|LISTEN, the Inter-
national performance abandoned the usual setting of silence and 
concentrated refl ection. Situated in the massive education hall of the 




