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For immediate release:

ULTRA-RED RELEASE TWO DISC THE MINUTES COMPILING TRACKS FROM SEVEN PERFORMANCES AROUND NORTH AMERICA. SECOND DISC THE MINUTES INT'L FEATURES TRACKS FROM TORONTO'S PREMIERE ELECTRONIC MUSICIANS.

In 2005, Ultra-red launched a series of AIDS activist performances at arts institutions around North America. Titled SILENT|LISTEN, the performances brought together people living with HIV/AIDS, service providers, researchers and activists in seven American and Canadian cities. During each performance, Ultra-red invited audience members to approach a large table and enter statements into the record of today's AIDS crisis. For Ultra-red, these performances served as reminders of a time when cultural institutions provided the only space to reflect and organize around AIDS. And where are the arts now?

Beginning each version of SILENT|LISTEN with a performance of John Cage's 1952 composition for silence, 4'33", Ultra-red would announce, "We will now review the minutes from statements entered into the record." What followed was a musique concrete composition made from the voices recorded during a previous performance. This album, THE MINIUTES, compiles those compositions. 

Poised on the edge of experimental music and their own AIDS activism, the members of Ultra-red involved in SILENT|LISTEN push the formal conventions of silence, repetition and simultaneity toward a different way of reflecting on the epidemic. If the AIDS activist movement of fifteen years ago was "united in anger to end the AIDS crisis through direct action," what actions can we conceive from what we hear today?

In an effort to move toward realizing that question, Ultra-red organized a large-scale version of SILENT|LISTEN to coincide with the XVI International AIDS Conference in Toronto, Canada in August 2006. Bringing together participants from each of the previous performances as well as nearly 30 delegates from the Conference, Ultra-red opened the record once more. This time, instead of one table, the performance featured seven tables. Assisting with the record for this ambitious event, Ultra-red enlisted artists from Toronto's thriving electronic music scene: Reena Katz, Scott Kerr (from Kids On TV), Isabelle Noël (Miau Miau TM), Sandro Perri (Polmo Polpo), and Andrew Zealley (PS Beuys). Each artist handled recording duties for one of the seven tables. The album, THE MINUTES INTERNATIONAL brings together tracks from each of these artists plus Ultra-red's Eddie Peel and Dont Rhine. 

Public Record is the internet-based archive of the Ultra-red audio-activist organization.  Established for the distribution of work by Ultra-red members and allies, Public Record serves as an interface between the organization and its publics with free fair-use downloads of exclusive full-length albums, images, texts and video. 
Ultra-red: www.ultrared.org

Public Record: www.publicrec.org

Contact: Ultra-red Information Secretary, info@ultrared.org
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