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For immediate release:

ULTRA-RED's "archive of silence" is their most experimental album yet
Following the enormous success of Public Record's queer electronica compilation A SILENCE BROKEN, Ultra-red release an album containing sounds that formed the basis of that critically-acclaimed anthology. The new Ultra-red album AN ARCHIVE OF SILENCE, continues to explore the connections between AIDS activist art today and fifteen years ago.

Since 1994, Ultra-red have built their music from the recorded sounds of political reflection, analysis and action. When no such record exists, what is to be done then? Reflecting on their own history of AIDS activism, the team behind Ultra-red's SILENT|LISTEN project (Eddie Peel, Dont Rhine and Robert Sember) present an archive of site recordings, bootleg remixes and silences. 

AN ARCHIVE OF SILENCE kicks off with a radical reworking of Mr. Finger's 1986 house track, "Can You Feel It?" Framed in the context of the AIDS crisis and its impact on gay and African American communities, Ultra-red's reconstruction of the dance classic is bound to generate excitement among MP3 jocks on its 20-year anniversary. 

For each track on AN ARCHIVE OF SILENCE, Ultra-red began with a different conceptual proposition: sounds from 15-year old AIDS activist videos, site-recordings of places where Rhine was arrested with ACT UP (AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power) in the early '90s, Ultra-red member (and Sony Mao alumni) Eddie Peel practicing the ACT UP manifesto at sites around Los Angeles, a recording of protestors at the 2000 Democratic National Convention chanting "Silence Equals Death," and audio collages from Ultra-red's various AIDS-related performances including the SILENT|LISTEN project. 

The album concludes with a mash-up of a half-dozen recordings of John Cage's famous silent piece, "Four Minutes and Thirty-Three Seconds." 

At the end of AN ARCHIVE OF SILENCE, we hear Cage's voice announce: "This is the kind of music anybody can make. All you have to do is listen." For Ultra-red, the same can be said of an AIDS activism for our times. Should anyone counter that the AIDS crisis has ended, Ultra-red remind us that compared to 12,000 AIDS deaths in 1986, as recent as 2004, in the US alone, 14,000 people died from AIDS and over one million people live with HIV. 

Public Record is the internet-based archive of the Ultra-red audio-activist organization.  Established for the distribution of work by Ultra-red members and allies, Public Record serves as an interface between the organization and its publics with free fair-use downloads of exclusive full-length albums, images, texts and video. 
Ultra-red: www.ultrared.org

Public Record: www.publicrec.org

Contact: Ultra-red Information Secretary, info@ultrared.org
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