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For immediate release:

ELECTRONIC QUEER "a silence broken" ON PUBLIC RECORD.

Ultra-red's online record label and archive, Public Record, release its first album for 2006, the compilation A SILENCE BROKEN. Contemplating the status of the historic partnership between queer artists and AIDS activism, Ultra-red assembled an all-star cast to come up with tracks based on a recording of protesters chanting "Silence=Death." 

Out of the streets and onto the dancefloor, A SILENCE BROKEN includes music by gender-queer House legend, Terre Thaemlitz; Matmos's Drew Daniels in his Soft Pink Truth guise; Montreal's "highly-conceptual dance band" Lezzies on X; and from Toronto, the mysterious Miau Miau TM and sound designers for a better tomorrow, PSBeuys. The Ultra-red organization offers Death Drive (Eddie Peel of Sony Mao and Needle fame), the strategic minimalist Jack Tactic, and Ultra-red itself. 

Current numbers show over a million people in the USA live with HIV and AIDS. Additionally, 45% of all African American men who have sex with men are HIV positive, 70% of whom don't know their HIV status. Contributing to today's AIDS crisis is the fact that one out eight Americans live in poverty. While HIV is increasingly an epidemic among the poor and people of color, the history of artists engaged in AIDS politics seems to recede from memory. A SILENCE BROKEN asks what remains of the alliance between queer artists and the AIDS epidemic. 

Should AIDS cultural activism return from its slow fade, A SILENCE BROKEN suggest the groove will be different from when "Silence=Death" first appeared on posters in 1986. A SILENCE BROKEN is the sound of a new generation even as AIDS remains a crisis of homophobia, racism, poverty, big pharma greed, religious moralizing and public apathy. 

Terre Thaemlitz describes AIDS cultural work of sounding like a broken record, "Formulaic. We still listen to this broken record comforted by knowing where the skips will occur, never lifting the needle out of fear of hearing the underlying silence in which we have lived for years, preferring to let the sound engineers apply an ever so gentle and unimaginative fadeout." 

"Organize the silence," declares the liner-notes. And here are some grooves for the struggle. A SILENCE BROKEN is available exclusively for free download at www.publicrec.org. 
Public Record is the internet-based archive of the Ultra-red audio-activist organization.  Established for the distribution of work by Ultra-red members and allies, Public Record serves as an interface between the organization and its publics with free fair-use downloads of exclusive full-length albums, images, texts and video. 
Ultra-red: www.ultrared.org

Public Record: www.publicrec.org

Contact: Ultra-red Information Secretary, info@ultrared.org
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