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For immediate release:

Elliot perkins (formerly known as phonem) releases eurodac express

his first solo album in three years exclusively for public record

Under the name Phonem, Elliot Perkins made his mark with several remarkable releases on Berlin's Morr Music label. In January 2002, Elliot released his final album as Phonem, the stunning Ilisu. The album also offered hints to Elliot's future direction with its explicit reference to political struggles around the building of the Ilisu hydroelectric dam project in Turkey. 

Three years later, Elliot emerges with the second installment in Public Record's TRANSISTORS series of projects focusing on migrant struggles. Originally commissioned for Manchester's Futuresonic Festival in 2002, Eurodac Express began as a collaboration between Elliot and the internationally-renowned photographer Shahidul Alam from the DRIK Project in Bangladesh – whose regular practice involves working with migrants in the sub-continent.

The title of the project, Eurodac Express, refers to the way a combination of new technology and new legislative powers have been rushed into service by the EU without proper assessment or checks. This system aims to subvert the commonplace view that the journeys of migrants and refugees to Europe are an ‘express’ route to an easy life aided and abetted by the supposedly ‘soft’ policies and policing of European member states.

Conceived of as a tour of the migrant pathways leading from the Far East through Europe, the project culminated in a residency with school children and asylum seeking families in Oldham and other towns in the North of England that have been the scene of horrific racist violence. 

Shahidul and Phonem’s collaboration Futuresonic has continued as the two artists examine the on-going dialogue between the East and the West along the routes of migrant experience and struggles.

Funding provided through the Arts Council of England. Thanks to Drew Hemment for coordination and Shahidul Alam for collaborating. 

Listen for a change.

Public Record is the internet-based archive of the Ultra-red audio-activist organization.  Established for the distribution of work by Ultra-red members and allies, Public Record serves as an interface between the organization and its publics with free fair-use downloads of exclusive full-length albums, images, texts and video. 

Ultra-red: www.ultrared.org

Public Record: www.publicrec.org

Contact: Ultra-red Information Secretary, info@ultrared.org
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